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2a® This action is FINAL. 2b® This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the “clip” of Claim 5 
must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as “amended.” If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either “Replacement Sheet” or “New 
Sheet” pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Objections 

2. Claims 14 and 17 are objected to because of the following informalities; Claim 
14, a comma should be inserted after the word “consumable”, 2nd occurrence. Claim 
17, line 1, the word “wherein” should be changed to “comprising”. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-9, 12, 14-19, and 21-22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Uchida et al. (US 5,239,805). 

Regarding Claim 1, Uchida et al. disclose (Figures 1-4) a package (2) adapted to 
contain a hard copy consumable (1), the package (2) comprising a protection element 
(5), the element (5) being connected to the package (2) and having a surface adapted 
to be removably connected to a portion of the consumable (1), such that the element (5) 
is arranged to be removed from the portion of the consumable (1) by action of removing 
the consumable from the package (Abstract). 

Regarding Claim 2, Uchida et al. disclose said element (5) is arranged to protect 
one or more features associated with the consumable (1) whilst it is connected to the 
consumable (seal protects against developer pollution). 
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Regarding Claim 3, Uchida et al. disclose the protection element (5) to be 
adapted to be removably bonded to one or more surfaces of the consumable (see Fig. 
4). 

Regarding Claim 4, Uchida et al. disclose the protection element (5) is adapted to 
be removably retained against or adjacent to a surface of the consumable (1) by a 

/ 

mechanical fastener (col. 2, lines 58-61). 

Regarding Claim 5, Uchida et al. disclose the mechanical fastener is a clip or a 
frangible coupling (thermal compression bonding is understood to be a frangible 
coupling). 

Regarding Claim 6, Uchida et al. disclose the connector (5) to be an integral part 
of the package (col. 3, lines 17-21 and 45-47). 

Regarding Claim 7, Uchida et al. disclose the connector (5) to not be an integral 
part of the package (connector portion adjacent opening portion la is not an integral 
part of the package 2). 

Regarding Claim 8, Uchida et al. disclose the connector (5) is bonded to the 
package (see Fig. 4). 

Regarding Claim 9, Uchida et al. disclose the connector (5) is connected to the 
package by a mechanical fastener (col. 3, lines 45-47). 

Regarding Claim 12, Uchida et al. disclose the connector is tape (col. 1, line 19). 

Regarding Claim 14, Uchida et al. disclose (Figures 1-4) a hard copy 
consumable kit (1) comprising a hard copy consumable (1), a housing (2) arrangement 
to store the consumable (1), and a protective tape (5) bonded at one end to the housing 
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(2) and at another end to a surface of the consumable (1), the tape being arranged to 
be removed from the surface of the consumable (1) by the action of removing the 
consumable (1) from the package (Abstract). 

Regarding Claims 15-19, and 21 the method steps thereof are met by the 
operation of the apparatus as disclosed by Uchida et al. as applied to claims 1-9, 12, 
and 14 above. 

Regarding Claim 22, Uchida et al. disclose (Figures 1-4) a package (2) adapted 
to contain a retail item (1), the package (2) comprising a protection element (5), the 
element (5) being connected to the package (2) and having a surface adapted to be 
removably connected to a portion of the item, such that the element (5) is arranged to 
be removed from the portion of the item (1) by the action of removing the item from the 
package (Abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
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not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Uchida 
et al. in view of Applicant’s prior art admission. 

a. Uchida et al. disclose the elements as outlined in section 4 above. 

b. Uchida et al. differs from the instant claimed invention in not disclosing the tape 
to be made from plastic material or rubber material such as a PVC or PET based 
material. 

c. Applicants disclose (paragraph 20), “In the present embodiment, the tape may be 
of the conventional type used for such purposes. Generally such tapes are 
manufactured from a rubber or plastics material, such as a PVC or PET material.” 

d. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to employ a PVC or PET tape, as disclosed by Applicants, with the 
cartridge packing concepts taught by Uchida et al., for the benefit of a conventional tape 
used in packaging (Applicants; paragraph 20). 

8. Claims 10-11 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Uchida et al. in view of Hara (US 6,530,634). 

a. Uchida et al. disclose the elements as outlined in section 4 above. 

b. Uchida et al. differ from the instant claimed invention in not disclosing: the 
consumable to be a print head or cartridge for use in an inkjet printer; the connector 
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adapted to substantially cover or protect a nozzle plate associated with the print-head or 
cartridge. 

c. Hara discloses (Fig. 3) a consumable to be a print head or cartridge for use in an 
inkjet printer (col. 6, lines 57-59); a connector (35) adapted to substantially cover or 
protect a nozzle plate (33) associated with the print-head or cartridge (Fig. 3) wherein, 
when the cartridge is removed from a package, a sealing tape (35) remains connected 
to the packaging (col. 7, lines 17-24). 

d. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to employ the cartridge packaging concepts taught by Uchida et al. 
in a cartridge for use in an inkjet printer, for the benefit of a cartridge wherein all ink 
chambers may be opened at one time, when a sealing tape is peeled off (Hara; col. 7, 
lines 17-20). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Payne et al. (US 7,024,835) disclose an apparatus and method for opening 
sealed containers, wherein container seals are removed as an integral process of 
removing the container from a shipping package. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryan P. Ready whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
9018. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 9:00 am - 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on (571) 272-2119. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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